Meeting of the Pubs Dept “International Committee”

22nd April 2004    Westin Hotel, Long Beach, California, USA.

Present: 

BK Godbole  (ISA Int Mah. Section) – isabmbkg@vsnl.com 

Ian Verhappen (Edmonton Section) – verehappen.ian@syncrude.com
Don Frey (Twin Cities Section) – donfrey@cloudnet.com
Agusto Perei (Dist 4) – august.perei@mol.com.br
Vitor Finkel (D4 VP Elect) – vfinkel@attglobal.net
Edward Vodopest (Richland) – evodopest@att.net
Eoin Ó Riain (Ireland Section) – eor@read-out.net
Dian Bouchard sent her apologies, as she had to attend to an important society meeting elsewhere in the building.


The meeting was chaired by Eoin Ó Riain.

The object of the meeting is to discuss out-put of Publications Dept and its relevance to members outside of North America.

The meeting progressed in accordance with the agenda.

Books:  Translations of ISA publications were discussed. A feeling was expressed that some staff members were inclined to suggest or recommend translators “from New York” and other places placed the possibility of translations outside the realms of possibility. It was considered that translators in the countries of the language in question would present a more economic possibility. There may even be members of the society with these skills.

It was also pointed that works in other languages could very possibly benefit English speaking members of the society and translations here and possible co-operation between the Society and publishers in other linguistic communities might be considered (e.g. Vogel in Germany. Ó Riain suggested that he might be able to get some publisher details in Europe.

Directory: The CD was discussed and its importance to non-North American members. The necessity of a good search engine on this directory was also considered vital.

Intech: this was discussed at length informally before and during the meeting. The comment was made that the editorial was fine but limited. The emphasis appeared on the “gee whiz” new stuff, interesting but debatably useful to a large number of our members.  More application should be given to more practical applications and/or technical content. It was also mentioned that although the journalistic and editorial skills were excellent perhaps more emphasis could be given to employing somebody on the editorial team who had actual hands on experience. Top class journalism but little I. S and A. experience. This would perhaps give the publication a more authentic feel. 

ISA Transactions: There was a feeling that there was little or no awareness of this publication. Perhaps more imaginative and persistent advertising might be useful to increase sales of this among members.

Members & Sections: It was important to realize that there is an important marketing tool in the members and the sections. They should be called on more to assist in drawing the attention of their peers outside ISA to this incomparable asset in I. S. and A. resources.

The meeting adjourned sine die.

Notes compiled by Ó Riain 

